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Welcome to ‘Celebrating St, Margaret’s’the annual report and accounts of St.
Margaret’s Church in Iver Heath. It’s been an
exciting year of growth and mission in our local
community and I hope you enjoy reading all
about it! We are celebrating because St.
Margaret’s exists to share the good news of God
in Jesus Christ and because in 2018 the Lord
gave us opportunities to fulfil that purpose.

I hope you are able to join us on our Celebration Evening on Tuesday
April 30th 2019 at the Church Centre when we will discuss our future
mission in the Parish.

If you are not already a part of our church community, I hope that
reading this report will encourage you to join us in the exciting task of
cultivating a healthy church community which will impact Iver Heath for
Jesus and his kingdom!

Father Andrew
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Rector’s Report 2018

Reasons to be
cheerful!
2018 gave us reasons to be cheerful at St. Margaret’s.
The most important reason is this- that we have a
great big, wonderful, loving God who is our Father
and who sent his Son Jesus Christ into the world to
find us, die and rise again for us, and to share his Holy Spirit with us to make us part
of his family!

In our Parish God gave us particular reasons to be cheerful in 2018: we welcomed
new members into our church family, which got younger and more diverse; we held
our first adult baptism by immersion; our Jam ministries grew; we were able to
give more to the wider Church than we had anticipated as our financial situation was
better than expected at the end of the year.

First, our worship. Our organist, Chris Daubney retired and we welcomed Chan Chun
Ho, a student from Hong Kong who has proved a superbly talented and able musician
who has been warmly welcomed into our church family. Annette Gilman has lovingly
led our choir practices and our Welcome Team has served us well throughout the
year. Our servers, Julia and John are very faithful and diligent in their service. Jean
Pearson-Hall has been a very able de facto Verger, a wonderful example of quiet
service. The number of worshippers each week has been on average slightly higher,
younger, and more diverse. We may not be a big Church, but I think these are signs
of a healthier church, and it is healthy churches which grow!

During 2018 we ran several Discipleship courses using the ‘Pilgrim’ material, and a
Sunday evening group from which one adult member was baptised. We continued to
steadily support the Slough Food Bank, and we are grateful to Stan and Sue Smith for
ferrying our donations to the Food Bank hub.
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We held a very successful tea party at the Rectory on a summer Saturday and two
picnics for the Jam Tots. Our Jam ministries grew in 2018, including a Jam
Club summer party at ‘Jump in’ in Slough and a summer Jam Club World
Cup for older children in June/July at the Junior School.

In 2018 we made real progress in maintaining and developing our Church and
Churchyard. We are particularly grateful to Don Ackrell, our unofficial Sexton who
pours his energy into our Churchyard, along with the other volunteers. The loss of
Sheila Ackrell was one of 2018’s major blows. She had been associated with this
Church all her life. The lych gate was re-roofed beautifully during the summer and
we have a new path which should last many years and which has enhanced the
safety and the beauty of our Church. Our new sound system was installed and
working and repairs to stonework and the roof of the Church Centre completed. All
this impacted our reserves, but we should not need to spend on these items for
years to come. In managing these and other developments we are immensely
indebted to John Lane, Sue Boon and Martin Sands and the Friends of St Margaret’s.
There is more to do in freshening up the Church Centre, which is being used more
than for some years.

Above all, Church is community, a community which exists to love and to serve the
Lord, made up of people, ideally of all ages and backgrounds. In 2018 we moved a
little further towards that ideal as we welcomed younger worshippers, families, and
people from different backgrounds. In the process of loving and serving we make
ourselves available to be shaped by God’s Holy Spirit so that we as a Church reflect
His glory and love. I am thankful to you all for the many encouragements and acts of
service you give to our little community, and above all to the Lord who blesses us and
gives us reasons to be cheerful!

Father Andrew
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The Parochial Church Council
The Trustees of the Church of St. Margaret’s are the Parochial Church Council (PCC)
which has the responsibility of co-operating with the Rector in promoting the whole
mission of the Church, pastoral, evangelistic, social and ecumenical, in the
ecclesiastical parish.
The PCC is a corporate body established by the Church of England. The PCC operates
under the Parochial Church Council Powers Measure. The PCC is exempt from
registering with the Charity Commission.

PCC Membership 2018/2019:
The PCC members are responsible for making decisions on all matters of general
concern and importance to the parish including deciding on how the funds of the PCC
are to be spent.
Members of the PCC are either ex-officio or elected by the Annual Parochial Church
Meeting (APCM) in accordance with the Church Representation Rules. During the
year the following served as members:

Incumbent:
Churchwardens:
Deputy
Wardens/Verger:
PCC Lay Chairman:
Treasurer:
Secretary:
Deanery Synod
Representatives:
(ex-officio)

Ex-Officio:
Fr. Andrew Montgomerie
Sue Boon
Vacancy
Martin Sands
Julia Dutton
Jean Pearson-Hall
John Lane
Sue Boon
Martin Sands
John Lane
Ian Morton

Elected Council Members:
Sue Brain
Julia Dutton
Eileen Hemsworth
Dee Singleton
Stan Smith
Sue Smith
Margaret Stanhope
Chris Woolley

PCC Structure
The PCC Standing Committee meets between full meetings of the PCC to discuss
various topics that are then brought back to the PCC. The normal composition is the
Incumbent, Wardens, Treasurer, Secretary and Vice Chairman.

Banks:
National Westminster Bank, Langley, Berkshire
The Central Board of Finance of the Church of England
Independent Examiner: Mrs. K. Willcox.
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Statistics for the 2018 Annual Report

(2017 figures in brackets)

The Christian Community
Electoral Roll
Normal adult Sunday attendance
Normal under 16s attendance
Weekly attendance

66
37
1
50

(89)
(36)
( 1)
(49)

Baptism of Adults
Baptism of Children
Confirmations

1
8
0

(0)
(7)
(0)

Weddings

1

(0)

33
48
74
46

(32)
(47)
(64)
(44)

Christian Initiation

Worship
Sunday Communicants (average)
Easter Communicants
Christmas Communicants
Weekly Communicants (average)

Jam Ministries (‘Church in the Community’)
Jam Tots
Jam Club (average 2017)
Jam Club Xtra
Jam Café

25
9
10
17

(16)
(10)
( 9)
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Churchwarden and PCC Secretary’s Report
Firstly, I must thank all the volunteers who keep the church and churchyard running
like clock work (ranging from the churchyard helpers and flower arrangers to the
brass cleaners) and to the Friends who have helped to fund two necessary repairs to
our path and lych gate. It certainly makes my job easier and it is a pleasure to work
with you all.
It has been necessary to spend some time updating our policies and procedures this
year, particularly with regard to GDPR (Data Protection) and Safeguarding and in July
an inspection of our church was carried out by David Shields.
In June I attended a course on “digital giving” which helped with some ideas for
increasing donations to fund the everyday running costs of the church (which John
Lane keeps under control magnificently).
Spiritual development at St. Margaret’s has continued with our yearly pilgrimage to
Walsingham and the interesting courses provided by Fr. Andrew – I have found
learning about Nehemiah particularly interesting. My thanks must also go to Rob
Penn for undertaking the role of Safeguarding Officer for our church and the task of
driving the mini-bus to Walsingham which is very much appreciated.
This year our Patronal Festival was celebrated with an afternoon cream tea at The
Rectory in the sun! It was a lovely social occasion enjoyed by all in beautiful
surroundings. Thanks must go to Fr. Andrew and Mary for being excellent hosts and
to the volunteers who helped to provide the refreshments and excellent choice of
cakes!
In December the local school held their Christmas concert at the church and it was a
delight to watch the amazing performances given by children of various ages and a
pleasure to see the church used in this way.
Fr. Andrew has continued his hard work during the year of bringing the church into
the local community and expanded his successful JAM Ministries with the launch of
the new outreach venture of JAM Café. No-one could work harder to connect with
the local community and we must thank Fr. Andrew for all his efforts.
With regard to the Parochial Church Council (PCC) and Standing Committee, I can
report that the PCC met six times during the year, with the Standing Committee
meeting five times.

Susan Boon
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Jam Ministries

Report 2018
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Jam Café

A new ministry & worship experience
Jam Café is the latest Jam ministry to be launched. We held our first experimental
Jam Café in July 2018 and have now settled into a regular monthly pattern at 4 p.m. in
the Church Centre. The ministry is aimed at a relaxed and informal introduction to worship
with a Bible story, songs and a Bible-related activity each month. On average 19 parents and
children attend. Sue Boon has taken over the kitchen and we are assisted regularly by
Nichola Taylor & Mary Montgomerie.
In 2019 Jam Café is meeting on the second Sunday of each month.

Jam Tots
Growth & Development
Attendance up by 56%
Jam Tots is our ministry with very young
children and their parents/carers. We meet on
Friday mornings in the Church Centre. The
ministry is delivered by a team made up of Fr
Andrew, Mary Montgomerie and Marjorie Brown.
In 2018 Dee Singleton was part of the team until
the summer break, and Sue Brain joined us in
September and has settled in very well! We are
enormously grateful for Sue, Marjorie and Mary’s
commitment and enthusiasm!
Numbers grew from an average of 16 in 2017 to
25 weekly in 2018. Several families from Jam
Tots have become involved in Jam Café and one family are regular attenders on
Sundays.
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Jam Club

Another year of fun and faith
It was another action-packed year at Jam Club! We continued to use our trusted format
which began in 2015, mixing Bible teaching and activities with games, crafts, drama and
cooking! Numbers were as in previous years though in September we struggled to grow,
with few new children from the earlier years. The core team is made up of Dee Singleton,
Mary Montgomerie and John Lane, with occasional help from Debbie L’Angellier. Nichola
Taylor joined us in September with enthusiasm and fresh ideas! At the end of 2018 we were
joined by Charlie Williams, a boy doing his Duke of Edinburgh Award.
In July we ended the school year with a trip to ‘Jump In’ trampolene park in Slough for a
party with lots of fun and food! At the end of the year an influx of new children began which
has led us to reach an average of 19 children per week in early 2019!
Jam Club is for children from Key Stage 1 (aged rising 5 to 7) and meets at the Iver Heath
Scout Hut which we are able to rent at a very generous cost! We meet Fridays in term time
at 5 p.m. and each child gets a pot of jam on their birthday! We follow a schedule of Old
Testament stories in the Autumn, stories Jesus told and his life and death in Spring and
various Bible themes in the Summer!
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Jam Xtra

World Cup theme is a winner!
In June 2018 we organised the Jam Xtra World Cup, just before the FIFA one! Nineteen
boys took part and a few girls as cheerleaders! For the record- the winners were Argentina,
who beat Croatia in the final! Jam Xtra has been dominated by sport since it began in
2016, hockey indoors and football on the Junior School MUGA all-weather pitch. We have
also used the Village Hall for drama and art mainly for the girls who have always been
outnumbered heavily! Our Jam Club Team was supplemented by volunteer Kerry Cicco
and by two Duke of Edinburgh Award teens, Tom and Herman, who stayed with us until July.
After the high of the World Cup we came down to earth in the Autumn when we failed to get
Jam Xtra re-launched- the team are taxed by the demands of extremely energetic boys
when the time commitment is effectively 3 hours! Please pray for wisdom as we consider
Jam Xtra’s future!

Jam (Jesus And Me) Ministries
Our Jam ministries are all about engaging children and young families in the community
with a gentle introduction to the Bible and its teaching, along with lots of fun, games, crafts,
drama, cooking and serious sport! In 2018 we had regular contact through these ministries
with about thirty families, and our hope and prayer is that seeds are being sown for a
spiritual harvest in God’s time.

Father Andrew
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Building, Maintenance and Churchyard Report
During 2018, the Building and Churchyard Committee continued to oversee all
necessary maintenance tasks in the church and churchyard.
With regard to the Church building (with the support of the Friends of St Margaret’s,
both through its suggestions and funding), work during the past year has included
reroofing the lych gate and resurfacing the path from the road to both the tower and
parish room doors.
In the tower, following professional repair of the affected timber on the second
(clock) floor in the previous year, evidence of some further dry rot has been recently
detected. This will be treated as soon as possible. After careful consideration of
priorities, proposed action on the very heavy lead-covered tower roof trap,
mentioned in the 2017 report, has been postponed. However, the need for a handle
on the parapet wall to aid access to the roof has been agreed and will be put in place
shortly.
Regular (Saturday) fortnightly churchyard maintenance work, from early April to the
end of October, has included grass mowing and border maintenance, and an annual
servicing of the fleet of mowers. From October onwards, with the addition of work
on other Saturdays and some occasional weekdays, the team continued extensive
lopping of the overgrown trees and bushes along the northern boundary and this
work is ongoing. Using a grant obtained from Iver Parish Council, professional tree
surgery was carried out on the two large oaks to remove dead wood and very low
branches.
Sincere thanks are once again extended to all members of the working party, and
especially to Don Ackrell for his continuing help, not only as a leading member of the
team but also at many other times between the fortnightly sessions. The need for
additional people to help on the working party team as ever remains, an ongoing
request.
Martin Sands

Deanery Synod Report
Several meetings of the Deanery Synod were convened during 2018 at different
churches, including at Burnham, Cippenham and, memorably, at St Margaret’s. Here,
after refreshments, the meeting was held in the Parish Room followed by an
opportunity for synod members to look around the Church where the evening
concluded with the service of Compline. Our hospitality was much appreciated by
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everyone. In 2018 the meetings were variously attended by one or more of our four
representatives, John Lane, Ian Morton and Martin Sands (lay members) and the
Reverend Andrew Montgomerie (clergy member) and important topics of common
relevance to all parishes in the Deanery were discussed. These included finance and
the parish share, the development of a community outreach deanery hub based in
Slough and matters relating to methods of communication, data protection, privacy
and security.

Martin Sands

Friends of St. Margaret's Report
During 2018 the Friends were able to help in making significant improvements in the
churchyard by funding the replacing of the lych gate roof and by contributing to the
cost of re-laying the path. Payments of £2,154.00 and £2,500.00 respectively were
made in respect of these improvements.
At their Annual General Meeting in February 2018 other projects were also
suggested, several of which are now ongoing and under further consideration by the
Management Committee. The payments mentioned above have radically depleted
our available resources, and it may be that some worthwhile projects will have to
await receipt of subscriptions and repayment of Income Tax.
The Management Committee was re-elected at the AGM, but there is still a vacancy
for a second representative of the PCC. This vacancy can only be filled by resolution
of the PCC.
John Lane, Hon. Treasurer

Music at St. Margaret’s
In spite of irregular practices and the loss of our choir master and organist, Chris
Daubney, the choir has continued to lead the services and sing for funerals and
weddings.
Subsequently, we have now settled with a regular Thursday practice, and we are
delighted to have Chan Chun Ho at the organ on Sundays and Alan Wynn
occasionally. We do hope for new members in the choir.
Annette Gilman
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Sponsored Walk 29 September 2018
Eight walkers, plus two dogs, set out for a riverside walk from Old Windsor to
Runnymede. We met at “The Bells of Ouzely” at 10.00 a.m. It was a lovely day and
we enjoyed the beautiful scenery and the tranquillity of the river. A stop for
refreshments was made when we reached the park. Our walk continued along the
towpath to the Runnymede Hotel and then retraced our steps, arriving back at “The
Bells of Ouzely” by 1.00 p.m.
It was a happy social occasion and everyone said how much they enjoyed it (even the
dogs wagged their tails in pleasure). We raised over £700 for St. Margaret’s church
funds.
A big thank you must go to those who participated and to their sponsors.

Eileen Hemsworth
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